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A federal judge has ruled the A federal judge has ruled the racial discrimination lawsuit against Marylandracial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland

State PoliceState Police can move forward. can move forward.

The state police had sought to have the complaint dismissed in federal court,The state police had sought to have the complaint dismissed in federal court,

but U.S. District Judge Brendan A. Hurson wrote in a ruling dated Friday thatbut U.S. District Judge Brendan A. Hurson wrote in a ruling dated Friday that

some of the claims against the statewide police agency could move to thesome of the claims against the statewide police agency could move to the

discovery stage.discovery stage.

Specifically, the judge said previous EEOC filings gave the agency sufficientSpecifically, the judge said previous EEOC filings gave the agency sufficient

notice that the claims made were broader than the individual level — thatnotice that the claims made were broader than the individual level — that

there were other troopers allegedly affected — and that a transfer could bethere were other troopers allegedly affected — and that a transfer could be

considered an adverse employment action, as the U.S. Supreme Court foundconsidered an adverse employment action, as the U.S. Supreme Court found

earlier this year.earlier this year.
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The judge dismissed, without prejudice, the claims made against individualThe judge dismissed, without prejudice, the claims made against individual

defendants. A dismissal without prejudice means the claims could bedefendants. A dismissal without prejudice means the claims could be

reintroduced at a later stage, should additional evidence be found inreintroduced at a later stage, should additional evidence be found in

discovery. Plaintiffs’ amended complaint, filed last year, named current anddiscovery. Plaintiffs’ amended complaint, filed last year, named current and

former police leaders, including the superintendent, Col. Roland L. Butlerformer police leaders, including the superintendent, Col. Roland L. Butler

Jr., the former superintendent, Col. Woodrow W. Jones III, and others.Jr., the former superintendent, Col. Woodrow W. Jones III, and others.

Michal Shinnar, one of the attorneys for the plaintiffs in the lawsuit,Michal Shinnar, one of the attorneys for the plaintiffs in the lawsuit,

applauded the ruling on Monday.applauded the ruling on Monday.

“We think that this is a great ruling for plaintiffs, in terms of allowing this“We think that this is a great ruling for plaintiffs, in terms of allowing this

important case to move forward, and rejecting the arguments that MSP hadimportant case to move forward, and rejecting the arguments that MSP had

made about why it should be dismissed,” Shinnar said.made about why it should be dismissed,” Shinnar said.
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The state police did not respond to a request Monday afternoon forThe state police did not respond to a request Monday afternoon for

comment.comment.

The lawsuit, which asked a judge to certify class action status on behalf ofThe lawsuit, which asked a judge to certify class action status on behalf of

employees of color, dates back to 2022, when three named plaintiffs allegedemployees of color, dates back to 2022, when three named plaintiffs alleged

the state police force has a longstanding pattern of discrimination throughthe state police force has a longstanding pattern of discrimination through

discipline, retaliation against officers who make complaints and denieddiscipline, retaliation against officers who make complaints and denied

promotions. The complaint said the agency has imposed “unfounded,promotions. The complaint said the agency has imposed “unfounded,

unwarranted and overly severe and disparate penalties,” that it had an unfairunwarranted and overly severe and disparate penalties,” that it had an unfair

promotional system and maintained a hostile work environment.promotional system and maintained a hostile work environment.

The plaintiffs, Bryon Tribue, Matin Dunlap and Analisse Diaz, are current orThe plaintiffs, Bryon Tribue, Matin Dunlap and Analisse Diaz, are current or

former troopers of color. Both Tribue and Dunlap are Black men. Diaz is aformer troopers of color. Both Tribue and Dunlap are Black men. Diaz is a

Black Puerto Rican woman.Black Puerto Rican woman.

Tribue said in a statement provided by his attorney that he was “very excitedTribue said in a statement provided by his attorney that he was “very excited

by this decision and the chance to move forward and get justice.”by this decision and the chance to move forward and get justice.”

Separately, Separately, the U.S. Department of Justice is investigating alleged racialthe U.S. Department of Justice is investigating alleged racial

discriminationdiscrimination in the Maryland State Police’s hiring and promotion in the Maryland State Police’s hiring and promotion

practices. The U.S. Attorney for the District of Maryland, Erek L. Barron, saidpractices. The U.S. Attorney for the District of Maryland, Erek L. Barron, said

when he announced the “pattern or practice” investigation that it wouldwhen he announced the “pattern or practice” investigation that it would

examine how the agency hires, promotes, trains, disciplines and makesexamine how the agency hires, promotes, trains, disciplines and makes

special opportunities available to employees.special opportunities available to employees.

In federal court, the agency had argued plaintiffs’ claim should be dismissedIn federal court, the agency had argued plaintiffs’ claim should be dismissed

because the allegations were insufficient, because one of the namedbecause the allegations were insufficient, because one of the named

plaintiffs had not exhausted his administrative remedies, and because theplaintiffs had not exhausted his administrative remedies, and because the

plaintiffs didn’t provide enough evidence of racial discrimination orplaintiffs didn’t provide enough evidence of racial discrimination or

retaliation.retaliation.

The judge agreed there wasn’t enough specific evidence regarding actions orThe judge agreed there wasn’t enough specific evidence regarding actions or

inactions by the individuals named in the lawsuit. But he disagreed thatinactions by the individuals named in the lawsuit. But he disagreed that

Dunlap couldn’t sue, because the judge said he could piggyback onto theDunlap couldn’t sue, because the judge said he could piggyback onto the

EEOC claim made by Tribue. That doctrine, known as single-filing orEEOC claim made by Tribue. That doctrine, known as single-filing or

“piggybacking,” allows intervenors in discrimination suits to rely on an“piggybacking,” allows intervenors in discrimination suits to rely on an

original EEOC charge rather than each file individually.original EEOC charge rather than each file individually.

The judge also found there were sufficient facts in the lawsuit for a claim ofThe judge also found there were sufficient facts in the lawsuit for a claim of

racial discrimination and retaliation.racial discrimination and retaliation.
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Next, the parties are expected to discuss scheduling for the discovery stage.Next, the parties are expected to discuss scheduling for the discovery stage.

After discovery, the judge could make a ruling on whether the suit canAfter discovery, the judge could make a ruling on whether the suit can

proceed as a class action lawsuit or not.proceed as a class action lawsuit or not.

This article may be updated.This article may be updated.
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9/16/24, 4:43 PM Federal judge rules racial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland State Police can continue – Baltimore Sun

https://www.baltimoresun.com/2024/09/16/racial-discrimination-suit-maryland-state-police/ 6/12
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9/16/24, 4:43 PM Federal judge rules racial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland State Police can continue – Baltimore Sun
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9/16/24, 4:43 PM Federal judge rules racial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland State Police can continue – Baltimore Sun
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WellnessGaze Lung HealthWellnessGaze Lung Health learnitwiselearnitwise

Anyone With Vertigo DizzinessAnyone With Vertigo Dizziness
Should Watch This (They HideShould Watch This (They Hide
This From You)This From You)
WellnessGaze VertigoWellnessGaze Vertigo

Cardiologist: Too Much BellyCardiologist: Too Much Belly
Fat? Do This Before BedFat? Do This Before Bed
WellnessGaze HealthWellnessGaze Health

Can't Sleep? This Simple TrickCan't Sleep? This Simple Trick
Will Force Your Brain to RelaxWill Force Your Brain to Relax
(Try Tonight)(Try Tonight)
WG Sleep HealthWG Sleep Health

Ductless Window AirDuctless Window Air
Conditioners - Prices CouldConditioners - Prices Could
Surprise You!Surprise You!
Air ConditionsAir Conditions

This Removes Wrinkles and EyeThis Removes Wrinkles and Eye
Bags Like Crazy (Going Viral)Bags Like Crazy (Going Viral)
WellnessGaze Skin HealthWellnessGaze Skin Health

Psoriatic Arthritis is Silent butPsoriatic Arthritis is Silent but
Deadly - See What It Looks LikeDeadly - See What It Looks Like
Psoriatic ArthritisPsoriatic Arthritis

These Dirt-cheap Storage UnitsThese Dirt-cheap Storage Units
10x20 in Silver Spring Are Being10x20 in Silver Spring Are Being

Three Banks in Silver SpringThree Banks in Silver Spring
May Now Offer 12% Interest onMay Now Offer 12% Interest on

9/16/24, 4:43 PM Federal judge rules racial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland State Police can continue – Baltimore Sun

https://www.baltimoresun.com/2024/09/16/racial-discrimination-suit-maryland-state-police/ 9/12
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Sold Almost for NothingSold Almost for Nothing
Storage UnitsStorage Units

Savings (Check It Out)Savings (Check It Out)
Savings AccountsSavings Accounts

Adorably Ferocious BeastAdorably Ferocious Beast
Sneaks Up on PhotographerSneaks Up on Photographer
Give It LoveGive It Love

Do You Know What Crohn'sDo You Know What Crohn's
Disease in Females is Like TakeDisease in Females is Like Take
a Look!a Look!
Crohn's DiseaseCrohn's Disease

Newly-discovered Root Factor inNewly-discovered Root Factor in
Age-related Joint DecayAge-related Joint Decay
WellnessGaze Joint PainWellnessGaze Joint Pain

One Teaspoon Kills All ParasitesOne Teaspoon Kills All Parasites
in Your Body!in Your Body!
ParasiteReliefParasiteRelief

What Causes of MacularWhat Causes of Macular
Degeneration Will Surprise YouDegeneration Will Surprise You
Macular DegenerationMacular Degeneration

How People Over 50 Fix TheirHow People Over 50 Fix Their
Blurry Vision Back to 20/20Blurry Vision Back to 20/20
WellnessGaze VisionWellnessGaze Vision

Why Doctors in the Know NoWhy Doctors in the Know No
Longer Prescribe BloodLonger Prescribe Blood

Pregnant Waitress Charges CopPregnant Waitress Charges Cop
$9 for Lunch, Moments Later$9 for Lunch, Moments Later

9/16/24, 4:43 PM Federal judge rules racial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland State Police can continue – Baltimore Sun

https://www.baltimoresun.com/2024/09/16/racial-discrimination-suit-maryland-state-police/ 10/12
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9/16/24, 4:43 PM Federal judge rules racial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland State Police can continue – Baltimore Sun

https://www.baltimoresun.com/2024/09/16/racial-discrimination-suit-maryland-state-police/ 11/12
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9/16/24, 4:43 PM Federal judge rules racial discrimination lawsuit against Maryland State Police can continue – Baltimore Sun

https://www.baltimoresun.com/2024/09/16/racial-discrimination-suit-maryland-state-police/ 12/12
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